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according to the weather, and towards the end or (1w pring ii we can speak or
a -spring in this climate, the young Ephyra' are set l'i"ce, and iiuii afterwartis appear
near the surface its small Aureliie, which the approaching silninher soon brings to
their adult, state.




SECTION VII.

Ni )MEXCI.TUIiE F

The type of Disc pliora, to which the genus Atirelia heliings constitutes a

ihiiiily, the Species of' which are very similar :iiiiong I Iteiiisdvcs. aini distributed
iii nil III(! setis. Some cii them have been described over and over again. iii

cut .of growth, anti in ililk'rciit states of preservation. aitul errotteously eon
$i(k'R'll 11$ ulist.iuel. species, anti e%-ell as disi itict hera. In euaIsL'I(Itence ot these
mistakes, the svncinyillv or these :tniinahs is vt'rv coni1ilkn let!, and the more difik'iilt
to decipher, as most. ileseriptitnis of' iliest' Mt'uhmisa are very iiuja'rflet. Leaving
out. of consideration lime genera eyphiuts1oma. t roliihi. aiitl Eiilivra. which 111C 1111W
known to have been hounuleul upon various sta.i's of ik'vt'Iutiiiaqit of dihli'i'ent. spe
cies, belonging even to clifThrent. genera, wt. Ibid. in uhilerent authors, Medusa 1)1
this Iimnily described under the generic nuiies of Medusa, Aurelia, Ulatistr, ()evre,
Biblis, Macrostoma, Evagoii, OrytIiia, Uvanea. Monocraspedomi. anti I)ipl'rspt'tlitmm.
Some. of them have even been ve6.rrvil to the genus Rhmizostoma. Notwitlisl;umuling
the apparent diversity which might, be supposed to exist, among them, ii' we look

only upon this array of names, I am unable to distinguish more than one geniis

among them all, unless the ditkreucc mentioned by Braittit, upon which lie has

distinguished the genus Diploeraspednu, really indicates a (litkrent. genus. That

yphostorna is only time earliest stage of the Hydra of t]ilThrent. 1)iseophiora has

already been shown, while the great. similarity of the cy1)I1ostouia of our Atirelia
and that of our Cyanea is at once apparent, upon comparing file figures of' Plate';
X. and X. Vol. III. The St.robila state or Aurcija and of Cyanea are equally
similar, and we shall see presently that time Epliyra of Pelagia rt'scmnhle, to the
same extent, those or Aurelia.

It. is a great misfortune that Escliscliultz and DeBlainvihle published their works

upon Aealephs at the same time, am! still more, that. when DeBlainvihle reptimiteti
separately his article "

Zoophyte.-;;' of the " Dict.iouuaire des Sciences Naturelles,
Vol. 60," under the title of Manuel d'Aetinologie," he did not harmonize his nomflelI

chat ore with that of Eschseholtz. The consequence was, that in France, the tra

dition or Pron and LeSucur was kept up through DeBlainville, and, afteiwai'ds,
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