http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1857-Agassiz-NatHisttREADME.htm

00 DISCOPIIOR.E. Panr I1L

are cdmmonly ealled the fringes of the mouth!  Tlute IV, rvepresents the lower
surfuce, fully expanded; yet, to avoid confusion, the parts that are visible in the
natural state of this animal are not all veproduced, but only one bunch. or one set
of cach kimd, the others heing omifted.  The parts presevved ave so seleeted ax to
give an acewrate idea of the vespeetive position of all the different ovgans, al
some are luid out in a manuer which may explain their strueture morve fully than
the complete profile figure of Plate 1L In the first place. the quadrangulae open-
ing in the eentre, or what isx commonly called the mouth, would not be visible at
all, had the four musses of curtain-like folds, which hang from its outer edge, heen
all preserved, and on that aecount only one and one hall' of another arve repre-
gented; hut even these are not shown foreshortened and folded, as they should be
when the animal is turned mouth downward 3 they ave, on the contrary. lattened out,
20 as to show the Iwrows which extend along the midddle of eachy lrom the corners
of the so-called mouth to their lower edge.  Owing to thix artificial position, several
parts which hang lrom the lower surface of the disk ave coneealed; but identical
parts are exhibited in other directions, where the other lobes o' the mouth are cut
away.  Of the ovarian bunches, only one is vepresented, i it will easily he notieed
that it oceupies the space between (wo angles of the mouth, so that the four hunches
of mouth [ringes and the four bunches of ovarvies alternate upon eight diverging
rays. extending from the centre of the disk to its margin; but, as PL 1L eleady
shows, the mouth [ringes hang lower down than the ovarian bunches.  Again, of
the eight bunches of threads one only is represented in PL IV, Fi. 1, and the
others are either -entively omitted, or their base of attachment only indicated; but
from the position which they oceupy, it is at once plain that each hunch alternates
with the cight spaces intervening alternately between a hunch ol mouth [ringes,
and an ovavian bunch; so that the four mouth fvinges, the fowr ovariam bunches,
and the eight bunches of threads. oceupy sixteen different imaginavy rays, extending
from the centre to the periphery of the disk. It is important that the reader
should make himsell’ familiar with this vemarkable arrangement hefore proceeding
further, for it constitutes one of the essential featuves in the symmetry of this aniwal.

1 As the introduction of letters or figures to altogether: but I trust the attentive reader will
designate the different parts of the plate wonld lhave casily conmeet the deseription and the plates in his
injured its appearance, if' they had been sufficienly  wind, aud thus supply the reference.
numerous to mark them all, I have omilted them
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