
18 ESSAY ON CLASSIFICATION. -
PART I.

SECTION IV.

UNITY OF PLAN IN OTHERWISE UIGULY DIVERSIFIED TYPES.

Nothing is more striking throughout the animal and vegetable kingdoms than the

unity of plan in the structure of the most diversified types. From pole to pole, in

every longitude, mammalia, birds, reptiles, and fishes, exhibit one and the same plan
of structure,' involving abstract conceptions of the highest order, far transcending the

broadest generalizations of man, for it is only after the most laborious investigations
man has arrived at an imperfect understanding of this plan. Other plans, equally
wonderful, may be traced in Articulata, in Mollusks, in Radiata,2 and in the various

types of plants," and yet this logical connection, these beautiful harmonies, this infi
nite diversity in unity are represented by some as the result of forces exhibiting no
trace of intelligence, no power of thinking, no faculty of combination, no knowledge
of time and space. If there is any thing which places man above all other beings
in nature, it is precisely the circumstance that he possesses those noble attributes
without which, in their most exalted excellence and perfection, not one of these

1 With reference to Us point, consult: Oiu:;
(Lon.,) Ucber die Bedeutung der Scltidel-Knochen,
Frankfort, 1807, 4to. (pamphlet.)-St-ix, (J. B.)
Cephalogenesis, sive enpitis ossci structura, formntio
et significutio, Monaehii, 1815, fbI.- GE0FFR0T ST.
HILAIRE, (ET.,) Philosophic nnatoinique, Paris,
1818-1823, 2 vols. 8vo., and several papers in the
Annul. des sc. nat., Annnl. and h1jin. du Museum,
etc. - C.tnus, (C. G.,) Von den Ur-Tlieilcn dc
lCnoehen- unil Schalengerustes, Leipzig, 1828, fbi.
OvEx, (R.) On the Archetype and Iloinulogies of
the Vertebrate Skeleton, London, 1848, 8vo.

2 OICEN, (Lou.,) Lehrbuch der NitturpbiIoopiiie,
Jenu, 1809-11, 3 vols. 8vo.; Eli-I. Elements of

Physio.phhlosopl,3., Ray Society, London, 1817, 8vo.
Ccvii:n, (0.,) Sur un nouveau rapprocluineiit a

iutblir entrc les elasses (jLIi coiiiposent Ic flt"gnt' Ani
mal, Antinies du Mus,hirn, vol. .., 1512.-
c.sv, (.1. C.,) Miiuoires stir k.s aninmux nits
bres, Pitt-is, 1816, 8vo.-.-. BA1I{, (C. E. v.,) l.'eber
EntwtckeIungigechtc1ito dcc Titiere, 1öiiigIierr,
1828, 41o.-LtKAItbT, (U.,) lJcl,cr die Morphologic




und die Verwnndtsehnftsverliitlt nisse der wirbeilosen
TLiierc', Braunseliweig, 1848, 8vo.-Ac.ssiz, (L.,)
Twelve Lectures on Comparative Embryology, Bos
ton, 1849, 8vo.-On Animal Morphology, l'roc. Amer.
Assoc. for the Adv. of Science. Boston, 1850, 8vo., p.
411. I would call particular attention to this paper,
which has immediate reference to the subject of this

chapter.- C.tRUS, (V.,) System dcc Lhierischcn Mor

phologic, Leipzig1 1853, 1 vol. 8vo.
$ GUruE, (J. W.,) Zur Naturwisseitliaft fiber

haupt, besonders zur 1furihologie, St iii tgnrdt, 1917
24, 2 vols. 8vo. ; French, Oeuvres d'histoire until
relic, comprenant divers iniiioirc's il'Anntoinie coni

park, de liotaniquc et do Giologic, trailuils et 'lit

notis par Cit. Fr. 1tariins, Paris, 1837, 8vo.: "tilts

in 110i. - DICiJot.Ll, (A. P.,) organtsgfltplfl°
vtgitii1e, Paris, 1827, 2 vols. Svo.- 13n.tt', (Al..,)

Vergli"ielientle Untersucluuiig fiber ilitt ()rdhiitlig tier

Sehiip1en an tit-ii Fnnn.uziipkui. itis Eiiikittitsg zur

UllIerMidluhig iler Blattti.lluiig llbi.rh:uipt. Act. NQ''

At. Nat. Curio'., vol. xv., 1829. -Das liulividaum
dcr 1'Ilanze, Akiul. ii. \Viss., Berlin, 1853, 4t0.
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