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18 ESSAY ON CLASSIFICATION. Panr L.

SECTION 1V.

UNITY OF PLAN IN OTHERWISE IIGHLY DIVERSIFIED TYPES.

Nothing is more striking throughout the animal and vegetable kingdoms than the
unity of plan in the structure of the most diversified types. From pole to pole, in
every longitude, mammalia, birds, reptiles, and fishes, exhibit one and the same plan
of structure,’ involving abstract conceptions of the highest order, far transcending the
brondest generalizations of man, for it is only after the most luborious investigations
man has arrived at an imperfect understanding of this plan. Other plans, equally
wonderful, may be traced in Articulata, in Mollusks, in Radiata? and in the various
types of plants? and yet this logical connection, these beautiful harmonies, this inf-
nite diversity in unity are represented by some as the result of forces exhibiting no
trace of intelligence, no power of thinking, no faculty of combination, no knowledge
of time and space. If there is any thing which places man above all other beings
in nature, it is precisely the circumstance that he possesses those noble attributes
without which, in their most exalted excellence and perfection, not one of these
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