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One remi. bo*ever, stands now unquestioned: the existence during each great

geological era, of an assemblage of animals and plants differing essentially for each

period. And by period I mean those minor subdivisions in the successive sets

of beds of .rooks,,-.which constitute the stratified crust of our globe, the number of

which is. dnily increasing, as our investigations become more extensive and more

precie. What remains to be done, is to ascertain with more and more precision,

the true affinities of these remains to the animals and plants now living, the

rela-tionof those of the same period to one another, and to those of the preceding

and following epochs, the precise limits of these great eras in the development

of life, the character of the successive changes the animal kingdom has undergone,
the special order of succession of the representatives of each class,3 their coinbina-

(Via. d',) et 1Tin (J.,) Description des animaux
foseilea dii groups nununulitique do 1'Inde, Paris,

1853, 4W.. fig. - LEuo1Anr, (F. S.,) Ucher die

Verbróitung 8cr Qbriggebliebonon Rests ciner vor
wolilichen Schöpfuug, Freiburg, 1835, 4to.

1 Geological text-books: DzLAB1cnE, (Sir II. T.,)
Geological Manual, London, 1833, 1 vol. 8vo.; Ger
man Trans. by Dechen; French by Brochant do Vil
lcrs.-TIie Geological Observer, London, 1851, 8vo.
-LTELI, (Sir C.,) Manual of Elementary Geology,
London, 1851, 1 vol. 8vo. -Principles of Geology,
etc., London, 1830, 2 vols. 8vo.; 8th edit., 1850,
1 vol. 8vo. -NAUMAXN, (C. Fn.,) Lelirbuch der
Geognosie, Leipzig, 1850-54, 2 vols. 8vo. Au. 4ts.
Voor, (C.,) Lebrbuch der Geologic und Petrefitkton
kundc.Braunschweig, 1854, 8vo. 2 vols., 2d edit.-
Text-books on Fossils: BRONX, (U. 0.) Lcthxca
Geognostica, Stuttgart, 1835-87, 2 vols., 8vo. Ati
foL; 3d edit.. with Pa. R&izn, 1846, CL seq.
PIOrET, (F. J.,) TrIiiL4 iSb3montniro do Pahontulogio,
etc., Paris, 1844-45, 4 vole., 8vo. fig.; 2do ddit. 1853
CL seq., Sro. Au. 41o.-OiunGNr, (Azo. d',) Coura
dhimcutniro do Pahontologie, Puns, 1852, 3 vets.,
l2mo.-GIEuEL, (E. 0.,) Fauna der Vorwelt, Leip
zig, 1852, 2 vole. 8vo.- Aligenicinc Poiwoutologie,
Leipzig, 1852, 1 vol., 8V0.-QUEXSTEDT, (F. A..)
Unrulbuch der Petrefaktcnkunde, Ttlbingen, 1852,
8vo. fig. Unfortunately, there exists not a single
English text-book of Pala.'ontology. A truiisliition
of Pictet's and Bronn'e works would be particularly
desirable.




2 At first, only three great periods were

distin-guished,the primary, thu secondary, and the tertiary;
afterwards, six or seven, (DclaBtehe); Inter, from
ten to twelve; now, the number is almost indefinite,
at least undetermined in the present stage of our

knowledge, when many geologists would only con
sider as subdivisions of longer periods, what some

irnhiontolots are inclined to consider as distinct

periods.
The principal Monographs relating to special

classes or families, are the following; Polyps nail

.Infusoria: MiCHELIN, (Ii.,) Iconographie Zoophiy-
tologique, Paris, 1841-45, 4to. fig.-EDWARDS, (U.
Mu.N1,) at HAIME, (J.,) Recherches, etc., q. a., p. 81.
- Polypicre fossiles dos terrains j)al.Sozoiques, Arch.

Mus., vol. 5.-Monograph of the British Fossil
Corals, Pn.lceont. Soc., London, 1850-85, dto. fig.
LOXSDALE, (W.,) On the Corals from the Tertiary
Formations of North America, Journ. Geol. Soc., 1.,

p. 495; Sill. Jouru., 2d aer. IV., p. 857.- McCoY,

(Fu.,) Contributions to British Palaontology, Citin

bridge, 1854, 1 vol. 8vo. fig. -Reflrciice3 (0 flu

minor papers may be found in Edwards and IlainttY'S

RcchIerches.-EUUENDEIW, (C. 0.,) Mikogt'olt''
Leipzig, 1854, fol. fig.-Eclthwderins: MILLER, ('

C.,) A Natural History of the Crinoitlea. Bristol,

1821, dto. fig. - Onzuc,xv, (ALc. H'.) Uisloirc

unturehle gini$ralo et I)artieu1ir0 ties CrinoideS vii

et fossitc, Paris, 1840, "lIo. fig. - AUSTIN. (Tit. nd

Tit. Jr.,) Monograph on Recent mid Fossil CrinO1Ik

Bristol, dto. fig. (without date.)- (J.,)
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