
EBSAT ON CLASSIFICATION. 

illustmte thiÃ through the whole unimd kittgilom, such attempt 
would involve the assertion that I know nil ~ , ~ C P C  relations, Qr t h t  wh~re  t l i e l ~  
exah a &mpmOy between the  ch~s%cohl  #d ale & ~ ~ c e ~ i o n  of nuhnl% the 

c~dfication be incorrect, or the relationship of the (basil9 incorrectly appre- 
I B h d  therefore limit myself here to o gciioml compnri~ou, wliicli may, 

however, be sufficient to sitow, that the improvements wliich have been introiluccil 
in our systems, upon purely zoUlogicn.l grounds, liavo inivcrtltclesa t d c d  to render 
more apparent fie c o ~ c i & ~ c ~  between the relntive stnnding iinioug living unimds 
and the order of succession of their rcpresenf~ilivva in piwt aws. I have Intely 
attempted to allow, t l ~ t  the order of IInltyouoiil?, nuiong Polyps, is  ~ i l ~ e i i o r  to lhnt 
of ActinokIa; that, in this cliiss, com~iouud cominiiiiitioa constitute n higlicr tiegavc of 
developmen$ when contrasted with the dinmcters nnd mode oi' existence of single 
Polyps, 13 exhibited by tile Actinia; that top-budding is sulierior to lateral b~uliling ; 
and that, the type of Mailrcprus, with tWir top-tmituul, or at knat. with A dcli- 
nib and limited number of tentacles, is superior to all o t . 1 1 ~  Actinoids. If this be 
BO, the prevalence of Actinoida in older guulogicul font~ltioiii~ to the exclusion uf 
Holcyonoids, the prevalence of Ii~tgt~sn (iml Tdlwtftttt hi tlw olil~st dcpu~its,~ Â¥I1 
later prevalence of Astrteoida, and the very lute introduction of Mad repore3 would 
already exhibit a correspouiicnce hi-twcen the rank of t.he living Polyps niiJ the 
representatives of that class in pnst n p ,  tlioudi wo iiiqy I m 1 i l l y  expect a very c h  
coincidence in this respect between nuiiimis the structure of w h i c h  \s so simple. 

The gnulntioa nmoug the owlera ul' E c l i i u w i c n u s  ifi pcrfcctly plain. Lowest 
s b d  the Crinoiih, nest the Astcrioids, next the lSi;liiiio"nIÃ  ̂tind highest. the Hdi)- 
fimioids- Ever ~ C E  thb clnsa has IICL'U circumcrilicd wjtliiu ita untunil limits, 
this succession hna h e n  consiilcriil ira expressing their antlWal relntive stnniliiig. 
modern mvc~tigations rcspccthg ihc11" on11t0111y nnil cll~bryO1om'. however cxtc l~ iv<*~  

~t led to W' i m p u w t  chimp in their cla.s8i!ica.tioti, ns fiu' ns tlio cst inintx'~~ 
their rank is conccrnd This dso precisely tlic older in which the reiiru&~tfl- 

tiyea of this class W W ~ ~ ~ V C ~ Y  been introduced upon earth in past geologinll " ~ 8 .  

Among the oldest foniintion8 find pnlunclIlfited Ciuoida 8 ouly, tii" O I ' ~ N  

promine~t for long wries of ~ucce~i ive poriodd; mxfe coma free ~ r i * d ~  
and btcrioidsi next Ecbboitit,' the succc&re qq,camucc of wbn;h Biuce the ifiiisic 
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