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TABLE,

BflOWn(O TUB SUCCESSIVE OIIA21OEB 121 TUE RELATIVE DIMENSIONS OF TUB BODY IN EMYDOIDE.

height or
Dorsal Shiold. Ventral Shield.

Length or
Species. Ago. Sox. the Box.

Length.
Breadth In Length.

Breadth In the Tall.
the Middle. the ldIddIe.

Emya pieta, Second year-' 12 Mi. 264 25 25 18 164
ijuct. Now Third year. Male. 17 42 394 37 24 174

Chrysoinys Fourth year. Female. 214 51 49 44 374 204
picta, Gray. Fifth year. Female. 234 54 51 50 39 214

Sixth year. Female. 25 59 56 54 424 234
Seventh year.2 Male. 264 66 60 60 47 26
Seventh year. Male. 27 67 60 60 474 264
Eighth year. Male. 28 724 61 68 50 274
Ninth year. Male. 28 74 62 70 50 274

- Tenth year. Male. 30 77 64 73 534 28
Eleventh year. Male. 30 80 67 76 54 281,
Fourteenth year. Male. 33 92 74 85 60 284
Twenty-fifth year. Female. 43 121. 92 113 80 34
Old. Female. 47 129 96 1204 81 37
Very old. Female. 59 163 113 154 95 53

Chrysomys Sixth year. Male. 29 GB 59 63 47 27
(Ewys Old. Male. 35 99 77 92 63 40

Belili, Gray. Very old. Female. 59 155 110 145 93 50

There is another feature which, though of less importance, still allows a gen
eralization worth mentioning, I mean the change of color in Turtles of different

As Turtles lay their eggs in the spring, the
specimens selected for examination were aU collected
in the spring; the starting point of comparison is,
therefore, really the second year of their develop
ment.. However, as the echosion takes place only
late in the summer, the young had only been hatched
six months when picked up, though they are con
aidered here as one year old, on account, of the
long period of incubation. Moreover, there is very
little diftbrcnco between specimens recently hatched
and those collected the following spring.

After the seventh year, it is much more difficult
to distinguish the age of those Turtles, which, like




Chrysemys picta, have a perfectly smooth epidermis
than during the earlier years. I have, however,
been able to determine it. with tolerable precision,
by collecting large numbers of specimens at the

same time and in the same season, and asserting
them according to their size, and comparing (ho

sets thus formed with specimens of other species,
in which the successive lines of growth indicate the

number of (heir years. During the first six or eeven

year the rate of growth is so uniform. that numer

otis specimens collected at. (lie 8IUUC time are readily

arranged in acts of the same age, shuply by the

di(Threuco they show in their sine.
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