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Crar. IL LAYING OF THE EGGS. 499

below among the foot notes, for the times of lnying, which indicate also when the
eggs were found in the oviducts and when in the ovary, it mny be possible to form
some idea of the difficulty which the solution of this problem presents, when we
sce, that, for instance, Cinosternum pennsylvanicum in one case had eggs in the
oviduct by July 38, whilst in another they were still in the ovary as late as July
30, and in still another of the latter date they were partly in the ovary and
partly in the oviduct. Again: on the 21lst of June, 1856, six specimens of Nane-
mys guttate were opened, and all found to have alrendy laid; whilst on the 25th
of June, 1855, this same species had not finished depositing its eggs; thus show-
ing nearly a week's variation, no inconsiderable amount of time when we reflect,
that, with this species, the laying season lasts but a week. This observation loses
much of its importance, however, from the fact that it relates to broods laid in
two different years.
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