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508 EMBRYOLOGY OF THE TURTLE. Panr TII.

nest of all known to us, being about onme half as thick as that of its congener
Cinosternum; and yet its shell is slightly thicker than that of Chelydra.

The annexed table will give a graphic view of the relative thickness of the
shell and shell membrane of the different gemera of Turtles. The line which
runs between the columns, merked “shell” and “shell membrane,” indicates the
junction of the two. The length of the straight lines on the left shows the thick-
ness of the shell membrane magnified to five hundred times its dinmeter; and the
straight lines on the right, the thickness of shell under the same amplification.
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Chalonioide.

Thalassochelys Caouant e —— | ——————— . . . . Nodular, nodules very friable.
Tvionychida.

PlRtypoltla forox  « « 4+ . 0 0 s e s .« Continuous surfuce.
Chelydroidas.

*Gypochelys Temminckii « « « « ) Nodular surfuce, nodules hard

Cholydra serpentioa . & .+ . . .« v s and brittle,
Q¥nosternoidar,

g;::l:;::l:om " .I s it e i } Continuous surface.

peoasylvapicum . . . . .
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Prychomysconelond . . . . . N s e e e e

le:;em;l pleta Nodular surfice, nodules bard

Nunemys gﬁmun i o s SELEH W EeSs—mle— S a  l. ¢ and brittle.

Glyptemys insenlpta . . . . . Wiy 6w v .

Emys Meleagris . . . . . ., Nodular, but smooth and hard.

Cistudo virginea . . . Nodular surface, nodules hand
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Tetudinina.

Xorobates carolinus . . . . . Continuous surfuce.

T!fe Shell.  As we have already jindicated the thickness of the egg shell, when
speaking of that of the shell membrane, we will at once pass on to describe the
mode of development and the structure of this, the most superficial of the different
Inyers surrounding the egg.

By dissolving the carbonate of lime of the shell with nitric acid? the basis of

! The cggs hnd not yet matured their shell,
* Nitric acid decomposes the carbonate of lime
vory rapidly till it becomes saturated

oration, deposits groups of crystals, (P1. 18, fig. 1)
which exhibit the characteristic, long, tabular, rhom®
» and, upon evap- bohedral forms of nitrate of lime (fig. 11s, 11b, @ b)-
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