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xvi PREFACE.

unfiring patience and unsurpassed aceurncy, most of the microscopic illustrations which
udorn my work. I owe it to Mr. Clark to say, that he has identified himsell so thoroughly
with my studies since he took his degree in the Lawrence Scientiic School, that it wonld
be difficult for me {o say when I censed to puide him in his work.  But this 1 know
very well, —that he is now a most trustworthy  observer, fully  enpable  of  tracing  for
himsell the iinutest microscopic investigation, and the  acenrney  of  his  illnstrations
challenges compurison. I esteem mysell happy to lmve heen able to secure the continued
assistance of my old friend, Mr. A. Sowrel, in drawing the zoilogieal figures of my work.
More thun twenty years ago, he begnn to wake illusteations [or my Buropean works ;
ever since he has been engaged, with short intereptions, in execating drawings  for e,
The wmagtery he has attained in this departmenty, and (he cleganee and - acemaey o his
lithographic representations, are unsurpussed, @0 they are anywhere equalled. For all these
invaluable services, it is but justice that 1 should wake this publie acknowledgment.

As questions of omission or oversight mny come up herealter vespeeting  the  different
topies discussed in these volunes, it is proper for me fo state, that the printing ol the
text of the first volume has been completed more (than ten months ;) indeed, the Fiest Pt
passed through the press fifteen monmths ago. My objeet in delaying its publiciuion was
chicfly to await the time when 1 could lay before my readers o v speeimen of  the
plates, no one of which relates exelusively to the first volume.  The text of the  second
volume wns finished in June last. But here T met with avother diflicnlty,  The subject
of this volume did not require u sulliciently large number of plates to be fully equivalent
to that required for two volumes, when counling  the plates as  they now are, as simple
plates, notwithstanding the lurge increase of figures crowded upon cach, and it sceemed jnnp-
proprinte to bind together plates belonging to different volumes, I shall therefore have to
moke up for this deficiency by o suflicient addition of plutes to the third volume, the sub-
jeet of which naturally requires very numerous illustrations. 1 lope uno  disnppointiment
will be felt, on this account, by my subscribers, for in the course pursued by the pub-
lishers and by myself, they will readily see thut we huve nimed to do every thing in our
power to respond to the liberality of the subseription; and I trast the [ollowing  volumes
will afford additional evidence of this disposition.

LOUIS AGASSIZ.
Caxnmsox, Octobor 3, 1837,
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