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118 SPECIAL DIVINE INTERPOSITIONS IN NATURE.

ology brings forward to provc a period in the history of this
world when it was destitutc of organic races. But this is
not the only argument which science can offer to prove mi.
raculous interposition in nature. A second proof, quitla inde-
pendent of the first, is found in the fact that the earth has
been the seat of several nearly independent systems of life,
since animals and plants were first introduced. A certain
group, wisely adapted to one another, and to the state of the
air, the waters, and the surface, as well as to the food and the
temperature, have flourished for a long period ; and, as some
of these circumstances have changed, they have either grad-
ually died out, or have been simultaneously destroyed by some
catastrophe ; so that few if any species have survived. Af-
terwards new races have been introduced, exactly fitted to the
altered condition of things. These also, after flourishing long,
have disappeared, and another and another system has suc-
ceeded, until we can distinctly trace five economies previous
to the existing races. Many writers say that the number of
systems has been much greater; and, were we to limit our
views to portions of the earth, it is undoubtedly true. But
we can show that all the races, animal and vegetable, have
been changed at least five times, over the whole globe; and
five such changes are as good for the argument as five hun-
dred. For though we can see how, by natural operations,
organic beings can be destroyed, yet what but infinite wisdom
and power can repeople the lifeless waste ? This question
we have considered under our first argument, and hope we
have shown that nothing but miraculous power could have
done it.

But there are some peculiarities that attended the introduc-
tion of successive races, which deserve notice. From the
nature of the case, the world must have been preparing, by
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