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THE ATMOSPHERE.

In the year 1676, Cavendish investigated the properti
hydrogen gas, the levity of which made it exceetrl)ingply p?gbg
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ble that a thin substance filled with it would float in the au.
Cavallo made some experiments in 1782, but apparently’gave
up the subjcct in despair. In the same year Stephen and Jo-
seph Montgolfier succeeded in constructing an apparatus
which was lighter than the same bulk of atmospheric air, and
consequently floated in it. After having made a‘number _of
experiments upon a small scale, they made public their dis-
covery, and senc up a large balloon at Annonay on the 5th of
June, 1783. It consisted of a large linen bag, lined with pa-
per, 117 feet in circumference, and weighing 430 pounds.
To the open end was attached a light wire basket, in which
combustible substances were placed and inflamed, the heat
so rarefying the enclosed air as to render it lighter than ap
equal bulk of the atmosphere. The machine ascended, and
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