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AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 47

it 2 mere feetus of the finny tribe, of minute size, and imper-
fect,embryonic faculty ? Or was it of at least the ordinary
bulk, and, for its class, of the average organization? May I
solicit the forbearance of the non-geological reader, should
my reply to these apparently simple questions seem unneces-
sarily prolix and elaborate ? Peculiar opportunities of obser-
vation, and the possession of a set of unique fossils, enable
me to submit to our paleontologists a certain amount of in.
formation regarding this ancient ganoid, which they will deem
at once interesting and new; and the bearing of my state-
ments on the general argument will, I trust, become apparent
as I proceed.
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