
106 STRUCTURE

than a fourth part of the section, the appearance presented is

that of a well-trained wall tree. And hence the generic

name Dendrodus, given by Professor Owen to teeth found

detached in the deposits of Moray, when the creatures to

which they had belonged were still unknown,- a name,

however, which will, I suspect, be found synonymous rather

with that of a family than of a genus; for so far as I have

yet examined, I find that the dendrodic or tree-like tooth, was,

in at least the Old Red Sandstone, a characteristic of all the

Ccelacanth family. I may mention, however, as a curious

subject of inquiry, that the Ccetacanths of the Coal Measures

seem to have had their reptile teeth formed of pure ivory,
'i substance which I have not yet detected among the reptile.

fish of the Old Red. Towards the base of the reptile teeth

of Asterolepis, the interstices between the branches greatly
widen, as in the branches of a tree in winter divested of its

foliage, (fig. 33, c;) the texture also opens towards the

Fig. 33.
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A. Section ofJaw of Asterolep's.
c. Reptile tooth as shown in sec ion.
a, b, 8 c. Row of ic1¬1iyic teeth in dermal

plate of jaw.
B. Mag;zfied representatives of ichthyic

teeth, a and b, in A.
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