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OF ICHTHYIC CLASSIFICATION. 159

a course, if the * complaints”’ be made in a right spirit and
on proper grounds, Jupiter always rewards with gifts.

Let us now see for ourselves, in this spirit, whether there
may not be something absolutely derogatory, in the existence
of a cartilaginous skeleton, to the creatures possessing it ; or
whether a deficit of internal bone may not be greatly more
than neutralized, as it assuredly must have been in the view
of Linnzus, Muller, and Owen, by a larger than ordinary
share of a vastly more important substance.
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