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history as does that savage state which certain philosophers

have deemed the original condition of the human species, in

thA history of civilization, when read by the light of the Re

vealed Record, under the shadow of those gigantic ruins of

the East that date only a few centuries after the Flood. It is

found to be a degradation first introduced during the lapse of

an intermediate age,-not the normal condition which ob

tained during the long cycles of the primal one. It indicates, not

the starting paint from which the race of creation began, but the

stage of retrogradation beyond it at which the pilgrims who set

out in a direction opposite to that of the goal first arrived.*

* I would, however, respectfully suggest, that that theory of cer
ebral vertebrae, on which, in this question, the comparative anato
mists proceed as their principle, and which finds as little support in
the geologic record from the actual history of the fore limbs as from
the actual history of the bones of the cranium, may be more inge
nious than sound. It is a shrewd circumstance, that the rocks refuse
to testify in its favor. Agassiz, I find, decides against it on other
than geological grounds; and his conclusion is certainly rendered
not the less worthy of careful consideration by the fact that, yielding
to the force of evidence, his views on the subject underwent a thor

ough change. He had first held, and then rejected it. "I have
shared," he says, "with a multitude of other naturalists, the opinion
which regards the cranium as composed of vertebrae; and I am con

sequently in some degree called upon to point out the motives which
have induced me to reject it."
"M. Oken," he continues, "was the first to assign this signification

o the bones of the cranium. The now doctrine he expounded was
received in Germany with great enthusiasm by the school of the

philosophers of nature. The author conceived the cranium to con
sist of three vertebrae, and the basal occipital, the sphenoid, and the
ethrnoid, were regarded as the central parts of these cranial vertebrae.
On these alleged bodies of vertebrae, the arches enveloping the cen
tral parts of the nervous system were raised, while on the opposite
dde were attached the inferior pieces, which went to form the vege
tative arch destined to embrace the intestinal canal and the large
vessels. It would be too tedious to enumerate it this place the
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