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were the magnates of creation; but it was an age in which

the sagacious elephant, now extinct, save in the comparatively

small Asiatic and African circles, and restricted to two

species, was the inhabitant of every country of the Old

World, from its southern extremity to the frozen shores of

the northern ocean; and when vast herds of a closely allied

and equally colossal genus occupied its place in the New.

And now, in the times of the high-placed human dynasty,

of those formally delegated monarchs of creation, whose

nature it is to look behind them upon the past, and before

them, with mingled fear and hope, upon the future, -do we

not as certainly see the elements of a state of ever-sinking

degradation, which is to exist for ever, as of a state of ever

increasing perfectibility, to which there is to be no end?

Nay, of a higher race, of which we know but little, this

much we at least know, that they long since separated into

two great classes,- that of the "elect angels," and of "ant

geh that kept not their first estate."
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