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214 EVIDENCE OF

Professor Fleming describes a still more remarkable vegeta-
ble organism of the same formation, * which, occurring in
the form of circular, flat patches, composed each of numer-
ous smaller contiguous circular pieces, is altogether not unliko
what might be expected to result from a compressed bperry,
such as the bramble or rasp.” In the Lower Old Red,—
the formation of the Coccosteus and Cheiracanthus,— the re-
mains of fucoids are more numerous still. There are gray
slaty beds among the rocks of Navity, that owe their fissile
character mainly to their layers of carbonized weed; and
“among the rocks of Sandy-Bay, near Thurso,” says Mr.
Dick, “ the dark impressions of large fucoids are so numer-
ous, that they remind one of the interlaced boughs and less
bulky pine-trunks that lie deep in our mosses.” A portion of
a stem from the last locality, which I owe to Mr. Dick, meas-
ures three inches in diameter ; but the ill-compacted cellular
tissue of the alge is but indifferently suvited for preservation ;
and so it exists as a mere coaly film, scarcely half a line in
thickness.

The most considerable collection of the Lower Old Red
fucoids which I have yet seen is that of the Rev. Charles
Clouston of Sandwick, in Orkney,— a skilful cultivator of
geological science, who has specially directed his palzontol-
ogical inquirics on the vegetable remains of the flagstones of
his district, as the department in which most remained to be
done ; but his numerous specimens only serve to show what
a poverty-stricken flora that of the ocean of the Lower Old
Red Sandstone must have been. I could detect among them
but two species of plants;— the one an imperfectly pre-
served vegetable, more ncarly resembling a club-moss than
pught ese which I have seen, but which bore on its surface,
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