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226 ANCIENT CONIFER.

upwards into the high geologic zones, passing from ancient
to still more ancient sccnes of being; and, as we voyage
along, find ever in the surrounding prospect, as in the existing
scene from which we set out, a graceful intermixture of land
and water continent, river, and sea. We first coast along
the land o the Tertiary, inhabited by the strange quadrupeds
of Cuvier, and waving with the reeds and palms of the Paris
Basin ; the land of the Wealden, with its gigantic iguanodon
rustling amid its tree ferns and its cycade®, comes next;
then comes the green land of the Oolite, with its little pouched
insectivorous quadruped, its flying reptiles, its vast jungles of
the Brora equisetum, and 1its forests of the Helmsdale pine ;
and then, dimly as through a haze, we mark, as we speed on,
the thinly scattered islands of the New Red Sandstone, and
pick up in our course a large floating leaf, veined like that of
a cabbage, which not a little puzzles the botanists of the ex-
pedition. And now we near the vast Carboniferous continent,
and sce along the undulating outline, between us and the sky,
the strange forms of a vegetation, compared with which that
of every previously seen land seems stunted and poor. We
speed day after day along endless forests, in which gigantic
club-mosses wave in air a hundred feet over head, and skirt
interminable marshes, in which thickets of reeds overtop the
mast-head. And, where mighty rivers come rolling to the
sea, we mark, through the long-retiring vistas which they open
mto the interior, the higher grounds of the country covered
with coniferous trees, and see doddered trunks of vast size,
like those of Granton and Craigleith, reclining under the banks
in deep muddy reaches, with their decaying tops turned adown
the current. At length the furthermost promontory of this
long range of coast comes full in view: we near it,— we
have come up abreas »7 it: we see the shells of the Moun-
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