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254 CONSEQUENCES

single seed, — for its seeds are exceedingly light and small,
—in the plumage of some water-fowl, free of both sea and
lake, 1t had been carried in the germ from the weed-skirted
edge of some American swamp or mere, to some mossy
lochan of Connaught or of Skye; and one such seed trans-
ported by one such accident, unique in its occurrence in
thousands of years, would be quite sufficient to puzzle all the
botanists forever after. I have seen the seed of one of our
Scotch grasses, that had been originally caught in the matted
fleece of a sheep reared among the hills of Sutherland, and
then wrought into a coarse, ill-dressed woollen cloth, carried
about for months in a piece of underclothing. It might have
gone over half the globe in that time, and, when cast away
with the worn vestment, might have originated a new circle
for its species in South America or New Holland. There are
seeds specially contrived by the Great Designer to be carried
far from their original habitats in the coats of animals,—a
mode which admits of transport to much greater distances
than the mode, also extensively operative, of consigning
them for conveyance to their stomachs; and when we sce
the work in its effects, we are puzzled by the want of a
record of an emigratory process, of which, in the circum-
stances, no record could possibly exist. Unable to make out
a case for the ‘shaking of the bag,” we Bethink us, in the
emergency, of repetition of creation. But in circles separat-
ed by time, not space,— by time, across whose dim gulfs no
voyager sails, and no bird flies, and over which there are no
means of transport from the point where a race once fails,
to any other point in the future,— we find no repeution of
species. If the production of perfect duplicates or tripli-
cates in independent centres were a law of nature, our works
of physical science could scarce fail to tell us of identical
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