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fact as the production of new species, we at least know, that

while such facts were occurring upon earth, there were associ

ated phenomena in progress of a character perfectly ordinary.

For example, when the earth received its first fishes, sandstone

and limestone were forming in the manner exemplified a few

years ago in the ingenious experiments of Sir James Hall; ba

saltic columns rose for the future wonder of man, according

to the principle which Dr. Gregory Watt showed in operation

before the eyes of our fathers; and hollows in the igneous

rocks were filled with crystals, precisely as they could now

trees equal to those which have

been rooted up. Those which

are afterwards planted become

dwarfish, and are perpetually

degenerating. We are, however,

he argues, by no means certain

but there may be at present rab

bits, hares, foxes, bears, and

other animals, produced by the

earth in their perfect state. The

reason why we are backward in

admitting it is, that it happens
in retired places, and never falls

under our view; and, never see

ing rats but such as have been

produced by other rats, we adopt
the opinion that the earth never

produced any." (Fdnélon's Lives

of tJ An 7ient Pht osop1iers.)




a crowning effort thousands of

yoars ago. The work being thus

to all appearance finished, we
are not necessarily to expect that

the origination of life and of

species should be conspicuously
exemplified in the present day.
We are rather to expect that the
vital phenomena presented to

our eyes should mainly, if not

entirely, be limited to a regular
and unvarying succession of

races by the ordinary means of

generation. This, however, is

no more an argument against a

time when phenomena of tht

first kind prevailed, than it

would be a proof against the

fact of a mature man having
once been a growing youth, that

he is now seen growing no

longer. * * * Secondly, it

is far from being certain that

the primitive imparting of life

and form to inorganic elements

is not a fact of our times. (Ve,4
Li_qes of Creation.)
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