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288 THE DEVELOPMENT HYPOTHESIS

book, whatever may be said of the manuer in which it 1s
treated, is purely scientific. The views which 1 give of the
history of organization stand exactly on the same ground
upon which the geological doctrines stood fifty years ago.
I am merely endeavoring to read aright another chapter of
the mystic book which God has placed under the attention
of his creatures. . . The absence of all liberality in my
reviewers is striking, and especially. so in those whose geologi-
cal doctrines have exposed them to similar misconstruction.
If the men newly emerged from the odium which was thrown
upon Newton’s theory of the planetary motions had rushed
forward to turn that odium upon the patrons of the dawning
science of Geology, they would have been prefiguring the
conduct of several of my critics, themselves hardly escaped
from the rude hands of the narrow-minded, yet eager to join
that rabble against a new and equally unfriended stranger, as
if such were the best means of purchasing impunity for them-
selves. I trust that a little time will enable the pul;lic to pen-
etrale this policy.”

Now, there is one very important point to which the author
of this complaint does not seem to have adverted. The as-
tronomer founded his belief in the mobility of the earth and
the immobility of the sun, not on a mere dream-like hy-
pothesis, founded on nothing, but on a wide and solid base of
pure induction. Galileo was no mere dreamer ; — he was a
discoverer of great truths, and a profound reasoner regard-
ing them : and on his discoveries and his reasonings, com-
pelled by the inexorable laws of his mental constitution, did
he build up certain deductive beliefs, which had no previous
existence in his mind. His convictions were consequents,
not antecedents. Such, also, is the character of geological
discovery and inference, and of the existing belief, — their
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