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OLDER THAN ITS ALLEGED FOUNDATIONS.

joint production, — regarding the great antiquity of the globe.
No geologist worthy of the name degan with the belief, and then
set himself to square geological phenomena with its require-

ments. It is a deduction,— a result ; — not the starting as-

sumption, or given sum, in a process of calculation, but its ulti-
mate finding oranswer. Clergymen of the orthodox Churches,
such as the Sumners, Sedgwicks, Bucklands, Conybeares, and
Pye Smiths of England, or the Chalmerses, Duncans, and Flem-
ings of our own country, must have come to the study of
this question of the world’s age with at least no bias in favor
of the geological estimate. The old, and, as it has proven,
erroneous reading of the Mosaic account, was by much too

general a one early in the present century, not to have exert-

ed upon them, in their character as ministers of religion, a
sensible influence of a directly opposite nature. And the fact
of the complete reversal of their original bias, and of the
broad unhesitating finding on the subject which they ulti-
mately substituted instead, serves to intimate to the unin-
itiated the strength of the evidence to which they submitted.
There can be nothing more certain than that it is minds of
the same calibre and class, engaged in the same inductive
track, that yielded in the first instance to the astronomical
evidence regarding the earth’s motion, and, in the second, to
the geological evidence regarding the earth’s age.*
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*# The chapter in which this passage occurs originally appearcd,
with several of the others, in the IWitness newspaper, in a series of
articles, entitled * Rambles of a Geologist,” and drew forth the
following letter from a correspondent of the Scottisk Press, the
organ of a powerful and thoroughly respectable section of the old
Dissenters of Scotland. I present it to the reader merely to show,
that if, according to the author of the ¢ Vestiges,” geologists as-
Bailed the development hypothesis in the fond hope of * purchas-
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