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conditions of correspondence which the phenomena of his

habitation had at length come to assume with the predes

tined constitution of his mind. The large reasoning braiti

would have been wholly out of place in the earlier ages. It

is indubitably the nature of man to base the conclusions

which regulate all his actions on fixed phenomena ; - he rea

sons from cause to effect, or from effect to cause; and when

placed in circumstances in which, from some lack of the

necessary basis, he cannot so reason, he becomes a wretched,

timid, superstitious crcatrre, greatly more helpless and ab

ject than even the inferior animals This unhappy state is

strikingly exemplified by that deep and peculiar impression

made on the mind by a severe earthquake, which Hum

boldt, from his own experience, so powerfully describes.

"This impression," he says, "is not, in my opinion, the re

sult of a recollection of those fearful pictures of devasta

tion presented to our imagination by the historical narra

tives of the past, but is rather due to the sudden revelation

of the delusive nature of the inherent faith by which we had

clung to a belief in the immobility of the solid parts of the

earth. We are accustomed from early childhood to draw a

contrast between the mobility of water and the immobility

of the soil on which we tread; and this feeling is confirmed

by the evidence of our senses. When, therefore, w sud

denly feel the ground move beneath us, a mysterious force,

with which we were previously unacquainted, is revealed

to us as an active disturber of stability. A moment de

stroys the illusion of a whole life; our deceptive faith in the

repose of nature vanishes; and we feel transported into a

realm of utikrown destructive forces Every sound -the

faintest motion f the air- arrests our attention, and we no

longer trust the ground or. which we stand. There is an
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