
TO THE READER.

THERE are chapters in this little volume which

will, I am afraid, be deemed too prolix by the general

reader, and which yet the geologist would like less

were there any portion of them away. They refer

chiefly to organisms not hitherto figured nor described,

and must owe their modicum of value to that very

minuteness of detail which, by critics of the merely

literary type, unacquainted with fossils, and not greatly

interested in them, may be regarded as a formidable

defect, suited to overlay the general subject of the

work. Perhaps the best mode of compromising the

matter may be to intimate, as if by beacon, at the

outset, the more repulsive chapters; somewhat in the

way that the servants of the Humane Society india
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