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vi TO THE READER.

cate to the skater who frequents in winter the lakes
in the neighborhood of Edinburgh, those parts of the
ice on which he might be in danger of losing him-
self. I would recommend, then, readers not particu-
larly paleontological, to pass but lightly over the
whole of my fourth and fifth chapters, with the latter
half of the third, marking, however, as they skim the
pages, the conclusions at which I arrive regarding the
bulk and organization of the extraordinary animal
described, and the data on which these are founded.
My book, like an Irish landscape dotted with green
bogs, has its portions on which it may be perilous for
the unpractised surveyor to make any considerable
stand, but across which he may safely take his sights
and lay down his angles.

It will, I trust, be found, that in dealing with errors
which, in at least their primary bearing, affect ques-
tions of science, I have not offended against the cour-
tesies of scientific controversy. 'True, they are errors
which also involve moral consequences. There is a
species of superstition which inclines men to take on
trust whatever assumes the name of science; and
which seems to be a reaction on the old superstition,

that had faith in witches, but none in Sir Isaac New-
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