
Viii TO THE READER.

work contans numerous references to the author of

the "Vestiges," I have invariably thought on these

occasions, not of the anonymous writer of the vol

ume, of whom I know nothing, but simply of an in

genious, well-written book, unfortunate in its facts,

and not always very happy in its reasonings. Fur

ther, I do not think that palontological fact, in its

bearing on the points at issue, is of such a doubtful

complexion as to leave the geologist, however much

from moral considerations in earnest in the matter,

any very serious excuse for losing his temper.

In my reference to the three great divisions of the

geologic scale, I designate as Palozoic all the fossil

iferous rocks, from the first appearance of organic ex

istence down to the close of the Permian system; all

as Secondary, from the close of the Permian system

down to the close of the Cretaceous deposits; and all

as Tertiary, from the close of the Cretaceous deposits

down to the introduction of man. The wood-cuts

of the volume, of which at least nine tenths of the

whole represent objects never figured before, were

drawn and cut by Mr. John Adams of Edinburgh,

(8, Heriot Place,) with a degree of care and skill

which has left me no reason to regret my distance
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