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Donald had, like the Patons, Ilackstons, and Balfours of the
south, his dash of the warlike spirit; and after assisting his
minister, previous to the rebellion of 1745, in what was known
as the great religious revival of Nigg, he had to assist him,
shortly after, in pursuing a band of armed Caterans, that, de-
scending from the hills, swept the parish of its cattle. And
coming up with the outlaws in the gorges of a wild Highland
glen, no man of his party was more active in the fray that fol-
owed than old Donald, or exerted himself to better effect in
re-capturing the cattle. I nced scarce add, that he was an at-
tached member of the Church of Scotland. But he was not
destined to die in her communion.

Donald’s minister, John Balfour of Nigg,—a man whose
memory is still honored in the north, died in middle life, and
an unpopular presentee was obtruded on the people. The
policy of Robertson prevailed at the time ; Gillespie had been
deposed only four years previous, for refusing to assist in the
disputed settlement of Inverkeithing ; and four of the Nigg
Presbytery, overawed by the stringency of the precedent, re-
paired to the parish church to conduct the settlement of the
obnoxious licentiate, and introduce him to the parishoners.
They found, however, only an empty building ; and, notwith-
standing thc ominous absence of the people, they were pro-
ceeding in shame and sorrow with their work, when a solitary
and vencrable man, far advanced in life, appeared before them,
and, solemnly protesting against the utter mockery of such a
proceeding, impressively declared,  that if they scttled 2 man
to the walls of that kirk, the blood of the parish of Nigg would
be required at their hands.” Both Dr. Hetherington and Dr.
Merle D’Aubigné record the event ; but neither of these ac-
romplished historians seem to have been aware of the pecu.
liar emphasis which a scene that would have been striking in
any circumstances derived from the character of the protester,
—old Donald Roy. The Presbytery, appalled, stopt short in
the middle of its work ; nor was it resumed till anafter day,
when, at the command of the Moderate majority of the Church,
—a command not unaccompanied by significant refercnce to
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