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OR, THE STORY OF MY EDUCATION. 51

ed with her as supercargo, to look after the sales, in a land of

which every footbreadth had heen familiar to men for thou.

sauds of ycars, and in which it was supposed he would have
no induccment to wander. Francie, however, had read rauch
about Italy ; and finding, on landing at Leghorn, that he was
within a short distance of Pisa, he left ship and cargo to take
care of themselves, and set out on foot to see the famous hang-
ing tower, and the great marble cathedral. And tower and
cathedral he did see : but it was meanwhile found that he was
not quite suited for a supercargo, and he had shortly after to
return to Scotland, where his friends suceeeded in establishing
him in the capacity of clerk and overseer upon a small prop-
certy in Forfarshire, which was farmed by the proprietor on
what was then the newly-introduced modern system. He was
acquainted, however, with the classical deseription of Glammis
Castle, in the letters of the poet Gray ; and after visiting the
castle, he set out to examine the ancient encampment at Ar-
doch,—the Lindum of the Romans. Iinally, all hopes of
getting him scttled at a distance being given up by his friends,
he had to fall back upon Cromarty, where he was yet once
morc appointed to a clerkship.  The establishment with which
he was now conneceted was a large hempen manufactory ; and
it was his chief employment to register the quantities of hemp
given out to the spinners, and the number of hanks of yarn
into which they had converted it, when given in. e soon,
however, began to take long walks ; and the old women, with
their yarn, would be often found accumulated, ere his return,
by tens and dozens at the office-door. At length, after taking
a very long walk indeed, for it stretched from near the open-
ing to the head of the Cromarty Ifrith, a distance of about
twenty miles, and included in its survey the antique tower of
Kinkell and the old Custle of Craighouse, he was relieved from
the duties of his clerkship, and left to pursue his rescarches
undisturbed, on a small annuity, the gift of his friends. He
was considerably advanced in life ere I knew him, profoundly
grave, and very taciturn, and, though he never discussed poli-
tics, a mighty reader of the mewspapers. “Oh! this is ter-
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