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OR, THE STORY OF MY EDUCATION. 61

lobster just captured, he has seen it throw off both its great
claws in the sudden cextremity of its terror, just as a panic-
struck soldier sometimes throws away his weapons. Such, in
kind, were the ancedotes of Uncle Sandy.  Ile instructed me,
tod, how to find, amid thickets of Jaminaria and fuci, the nest
of the lump-fish, and taught me to look well in its immediate
neighborhyod for the male and female {ish, especially for the
male ; and showed me further, that the hard-shelled spawn of
this creature may, when well washed, be caten raw, and form:s
at least as palatable a viand in that state as the imported ca-
viare of Russia and the Caspian. There were instances in
which the common crow acted as a sort of jackall to us in our
lump-fish explorations. We would see him busiced at the side
of some fuci-covered pool, sercaming and cawing as if engaged
in combating an enemy ; and, on going up to the place, we
used to find the Inmp-fish he had killed fresh and entire, but
divested of the eyes, which we found, as a matter of course,
the assailant, in order to make sure of victory, had taken the
precaution of picking out at an early stage of the contest.
Nor was it with merely the edible that we busied ourselves
on these journcys. The brilliant metallic plumage of the sca-
mouse (Aplrodite), steeped as in the dyes of the rainbow, ex-
cited our admiration time after time ; and still higher wonder
used to be awakened by a much rarver annclid, brown, and
slender as a piece of rope-yarn, and from thirty to forty feet
in length, which no one save my uncle had cver found along
the Cromarty shores, and which, when broken in two, as some-
times happened in the measuring, divided its vitality so equally
hetween the picces, that each was fitted, we could not doubt,
though unable to repeat in the case the experiment of Spal-
lanzani, to set up as an independent existence, and carry on
business for itsclf. The annclids, too, that form for them
sclves tubular dwellings huilt up of large grains of sand (am
phitrites),always exeited our interest.  Lwo hand-shaped tuits
of golden-hued setee,—furnished, however, with greatly more
than the typical number of fingers,—risc from the shoulders



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1858-Miller-Schools/README.htm


