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gin the world anew. He bore his losses -with quiet magna

nimity ; and I learned to know and like him better during his

period of eclipse than in the previous time, 'when summer

friends had fluttered around him by scores. He was a gener

ous, warm-hearted man, who felt, with the force of an im

planted instinct not vouchsafed to all, that it is more blessed

to give than to receive; and it was doubtless a wise provision

of nature, and worthy, in this point of view, the special atten

tion of moralists and philosophers, that his old associates, the

grand gentlemen, did not now often come his 'way; seeing that

his inability any longer to give would have cost him, in the

circumstances, great pain.
I was much with my cousin George in his new dwelling.

It was one of the most delightful of Highland cottages, and

George was happy in it, far above the average lot of humanity,
with his young wife. He had dared, in opposition to the gen
era! voice of the district, to build it half-way up the slope of

a beautiful Tomhan, that, waving with birch from base to

summit, rose regular as a pyramid from the bottom of the val

ley, and commanded a wide view of Loch Shin on the one

hand, with the moors and mountains that lie beyond; and

overlooked, on the other, with all the richer portions of the

Barony of Gruids, the church and picturesque hamlet of

La.irg. Half-hidden by the graceful bircimen trees that sprang

up thick around, with their silvery boles and light foliage, it

was rather a nest than a house; and George, emancipated, by
his reading, and his residence for a time in the south, from

at least the wilder beliefs of the locality, failed to sufrem', as

had been predicted, for his temerity; as the "good people,"

who, much to their credit, had made choice of the place for

themselves long before, never, to his knowledge, paid him a

visit. He had brought his share of the family library with

fun; and it was a large share. I-Ic had mathematical instru

ments, too, and a color-box, and the tools of his profession;

in especial, large hammers fitted to break great stones; and 1

was generously made free of them all,-bc.oks, imistruinents,

color-box, and hammers. I-us cottage, too, commanded, from
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