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leaves, have scen the smoke curling slowly upwards, through
a square opening in the roof, into the dark sky. William’s
mind was not of the scientific cast. Ile had, however, acquired
some kuowledge of the mathematies, and some skill both in
architceturc and in the anatomy of the human skeleton and
muscles ; while of perspeetive he perhaps knew well-nigh as
much as was known at the time. I remember he preferred
the Treatise on this art, of I'erguson the astronomer and me-
chanician, to any other; and used to say that the twenty years
spent by the philosopher as a painter were fully redeemed,
though they had produced no good pictures, by his little work
on Perspective alone. My friend had ere this time given up
the writing of verses, very much because he had learned to
know what verses ought to be, and failed to satisfy himself
with his own ; and ere his death, I saw him resign in success-
ion his flute and pencil, and yield up all the hopes he had
once cherished of being known. But his weak health affected
his spirits, and prostrated the energies of a mind originally
rather delicate than strong,
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