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270 MY SCHOOLS AND SCHOOLMASTERS ;

Trochus magus, and Pecten niveus.® 1 found, too, that the
common cdible oyster, ostrea edulis, which on the cast coast
lics always in comparatively decp water, is sometimes found
in the Gairloch, as, for instance, in the little bay opposite
Flowerdale, in beds laid bare by the ebb of stream-tides, Tt
is always interesting to come unexpectedly cither upon a new
speceies or a striking peculiarity in an old one; and I deemed
it a curious and suggestive fact, that there should be British
shells still restricted to our western shores, and that have not
yet made their way into the German Ocean, along the coasts
of ecither extremity of the islind. Are we to infer that they
are shells of more recent origin than the widely-diffused ones ?
or are they merely feebler in their reproductive powers ? and
is the German Ocean, as some of our geologists hold, a com-
paratively modern sca, into which only the hardier mollusca
of rapid increase have yet made their way ? Ifurther, I found
that the true fishes differ considerably in the group on the
opposite sides of the island. The haddock and whiting are
greatly more common on the east coast : the hake and horse
mackerel very much more abundant on the west. IEven where
the species are the same on both sides, the varicties are differ-
ent. The herring of the west coast is a short, thick, richly-
flavored fish, greatly superior to the large lean variety so
abundant on the east; whercas the west-coast cod are large-
headed, thin-hodied, pale-colored fishes, inferior, even in their
best scason, to the darker-colored, small-headed variety of
the cast. Inno respect do the two coasts differ more, at least
to the north of the Grampians, than in the transparency of the
water. The bottom is rarely seen on the east coast at a depth

* There arc only two of these exclusively west-coast shells,—Trockus umbilicar
tus and Pecten niveus. As ncither of them has yet been detected in any Ter-
tiary formnation, they are in all probability shells of comparatively recent origin,
that came into cxistence in some western centre of crextion 7 whereas speci-
mens of 7'rochus mogus and Nussa reticulata, which oceasionully occur on the
castarn coasts of the kingdom, I have also found in a Pleistocene deposit. Thus,
he wmore widely-spread shells secem to be also the shells of more ancient stand-

ng.
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