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318 MY SCHOOLS AND SCHOOLMASTERS ;

ter for his imprisonment, and he quitted jail, of course, a
marked man; and his after carveer was, I fear, all the more
reckless in consequence of the stain imparted at this time to
his character. Ilc was as decidedly a leader among his brother
workmen as I myself had been, when sowing my wild oats,
among my school-fellows; but socicty in its settled state, and
in a country such as ours, allows no such scope to the man as
it does to the boy ; and so his leadership, dangerous both to
himself and his associates, had chiefly as the scene of its trophies
the grosser and more lawless haunts of vice and dissipation.
ITis course through life was a sad, and, I fear, a brief one,
When the sudden crash in the commercial world took place,
in which the speculation mania of 1824—25 terminated, he
was, with thousands more, thrown out of employment; and,
having saved not a farthing of his carnings, he was compelled,
under the pressure of actual want, to enlist as a soldier into
one of the regiments of the line, bound for one of the inter-
tropical colonies. And there, as his old comrades lost all
trace of him, he too probably fell a victim, in an insalubrious
climate, to old habits and new rum.

Iinding me incorrigible, I was at length left by my brother
operatives to be as peculiar as I pleased ; and the working
portion of the autumnal months passed oft pleasantly enough
in hewing great stones under the branching foliage of the elm
and chestnut trees of Niddry Park. Ifrom the circumstance,
however, that the stones were so great, the previous trial had
been an embarrassing one; and, though too proud to confess
that I carcd aught about the matter, I was now glad enough
that it was fairly over. Our modern Temperance Societies—
institutions which at this time had not begun to exist—have
donc much to shield sober working men from combinations
of the trying character to which, in the gencration well-nigh
passed away, they were too often exposed. There are few
working parties which have not now their groupes of enthu-
siastic Teetotallers, that always band together against the
drinkers, and mutually assist and keep one another in coun-
tenance ; and a breakwater is thus formed in the middle of
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