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tired merchant flew like wildfire over the patish. "Surely,"
says Bacon, "princes have need, in tender matters and tick
lish times, to beware what they say, especially in those short

speeches which fly about like darts, and are thought to be
shot out of their secret intentions.' Princes are, however, not
the only men who would do well to be aware of short speeches.
Th' short speech of the merchant ruined the Baptist cause in

romarty; and the two missionaries might, on its delivery,
have just done, if they but knew the position to which it re-
duced them, what they were content to do a few years after,

-pack up their movables and quit the place.

Having for years no antagonists to contend with outside the

pale of the Establishment, it was of course natural that we

should find opponents within. But during the incumbency of

Mr. Smith,-the minister of the parish for the first one-and

twenty years of my life,-even these were wanting; and we

passed a very quiet time, undisturbed by controversy of any
kind, political or ecclesiastical. Nor were the first few years
of Mr. Stewart's incumbency less quiet. The Catholic Relief

Bill was a pebble cast into the pool, but a very minute one;

and the ripple which it raised caused scarce any agitation.
Mr. Stewart did not see his way clearly through all the dif

ficulties of the measure: but, influenced in part by some of

his brethren in the neighborhood, he at length made up his

mind to petition against it; and to his petition, praying that

no concessions should be made to the Papists, greatly more

than nineteen-twentieths of the male parishioners affixed their

names. The few individuals who kept aloof were chiefly
lads of an extra liberal turn, devoid, like most extreme poli
ticians, of the ordinary ecclesiastical sympathies of their

countryfolk; and as I cultivated no acquaintance with them,

and was more ecclesiastical than political in my leanings,
I had the satisfaction of finding myself standing, in oppo

sition to all my friends, on the Catholic Relief measure, in

a respectable minority of one. Even Uncle Sandy, after

some little demur, and an explosion against the Irish Estab.

lishinent, set off and signed the petition. I failed, however,
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