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and saw, as the only scrious picee of business before the meet-
ing, the Councillors clubbing pennies apicee, in order to de-
fray, in the utter lack of town funds, the cexpense of a nine-
penny postage. And then, with, I fear, a very inadequate
sense of the responsibilitics of my new office, I stayed away
from the Council board, and did nothing whatever in its be-
half, with astonishing perseverance and success, for three
years together. And thus began and terminated my muni-
cipal career—a caveer which, I must confess, failed to secure
for me the thanks of my constituency ; and then, on the other
hand, I am not aware that the worthy pcople ever seriously
complained. There was absolutely nothing to do in the coun-
cilship ; and, unlike some of my brother office-bearers, the
requisite nothing I did, quietly and considerately, and very
much at my leisure, without any unnecessary display of
stump-oratory, or of anything else.
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