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532 MY SCHOOLS AND SCHOOLMASTERS ;

ment to make himself & mo»e enduring name in literature
than Robertson, but greatly nobler in sentiment, and of a
larger grasp of general intelleet.  With any of our other
Scottish ministers it might be invidious to compare him;
sccing that some of the ablest of them are, like Henderson,
little more than mere historic portraits drawn by their con-
temporaries, but whose true intellectual measure cannot,
ftom the lack of the nccessary materials on which to form
a judgment, be now taken anew; and that many of the
cthers employed fine faculties in work, Iiterary and minis-
terial, which, though important in its consequences, was
scarce less ephemeral in its character than cven the labors
of thenewspaper editor. The mind of Chalmers was emphati-
cally a many-sided one. Few men ever came into friendly
contact with him, who did not find in it, if they had really
anything good in them, moral or intellectual, a side that suited
themselves ; and I had been long struck by that union which his
intcllect exhibited of a comprehensive philosophy with a true
poctic faculty, very exquisite in quality, though dissociated
from what Wordsworth terms the © accomplishment of verse.”
I had not a little pleasure in contemplating him on this ocea-
sion as the poef Chalmers, The day was calm and clear; but
there was a considerable swell rolling in from the German
Occan, on which our little vessel rose and fell, and which sent
the surf high against the rocks, The sunshine played amid
the broken crags atop, andamid the foliage of an overhanging
wood ; or caught, half-way down, some projecting tuft of ivy ;
but the faces of the steeper precipices were brown in the shade ;
and where the waves roared in deep caves hencath, all was
dark and chill. There were several members of the party
who attempted engaging the Doctor in conversation ;3 but he
was inno conversational mood. It would seem as if the words
addressed to his ear failed at first to catch his attention, and
that, with a painful courtesy, he had to gather up their mean-
ing from the remaining cchoes, and to reply to them doubt-
fully and monosyllabically, at the least possible expense of
mind, His face wore, meanwhile, an air of drecamy enjoy-
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