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Ca V.] CREEPS IN COAL-MINES. 531

act amount of depression in these cases can only be accurately measured
where water accumulates on the surface, or & railway traverses a coal-field.

When a bed of coal is worked out, pillars or rectangular masses of
coal are left at intervals as props to support the roof and protect the
colliers. Thus in fig. 66, representing a section ab Wallsend, Newecastle,
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Scction of carboniferous strata, at Wallsend, Noweastle, showing “ Creeps.™ (J. Buddle, Esq.)
Horizontal length of section 174 fect. The upper scam; or main coal, here worked out, was 630 fect below the surface.
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the galleries which have been excavated are represented by the white
spaces e b, while the adjoining dark portions are parts of the original
coal-seam left as props, beds of sandy clay or shale constituting the floor
of the mine. When the props have been reduced in size, they are pressed
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