
: 

168 S E ~ H  PLIOCENE STRATA OF SICILY. ICE, X ~ L .  

and, after being traced for hundreds of yards, are agnin found at a ~ 0 1 %  

responding height on the opposite side of the vfilley* 
The corals are usually branched, hut not by the division of the animals 

as some hityo but by the attachment of yolinm a" individuals to 
the sides of the older oucs; and we must understand tins mode of jn- 
crensp, in order to appreciate tlio time which was required for the building 
up of the bed of coral during the growth of many ~ucccssive gen- 
erations.* 

Among Hie other fossil shells met with in these Sicilian strata, which 
still continue to iiloimd in the Mcditwr.'iiiein, no shell is 111oro conspic- 
uous, from its size nix1 frequent occurrence, than tho great scallop, P c c / m  
jmoiicvs (see fig. 129), now so common in tlie ncigliboriiig seas. "We 
see tin's shell in the calcareous Lcds at Palerrno in great numbers, in the 
finu-stone at  Girgcnti, and in that which it1 tcrnatcs with volcanic rocks in 
the country between Syracuse and Vizzini, often .it groat heights above 
the sea. 

FIg. 129. 
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