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Such facts by no menus invalidate the general rule, that certain fossils
are good chronological tests of geological periods; but they serve to
caution us ngainst attaching too much importance to single species, some
of which may have a wider, others a more confined vertical range. We
have before seen that, in the successive tertiary formations, there are spe-
cies common to older and newer groups, yet these groups are distinguishable from one another by a comparison of the whole assemblage of fossil
shells proper to each.
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