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T will be scen that the more ancient corals have what is called a
uadripartite arrangement of the stony plates or Zfzmcllw,—pnrts of the
skeleton which support the organs of reproduction. ’;hc' number of
theso lamellee in the palcozoic type is 4, 8, 16, &e.; \\‘1].110 in .th.e newer
type the number is always 6, 12, 24, or some ?tller mult:pl? ot‘ six; and
this holds good, whether they be simple cup-hko forms, as in figs, 514 «
and 515 a, or aggregate clusters of cups as n 514 c. .

It is not enough, therefore, to say that the primary or more ancient
corals aro all generically and specifically dissimilar from the secondary,
tertiary, and living corals,—for, more than this, they belong to distinct
Orders, although often so like in outward form as to have been referred
in many cases to living reef-building genera. Ilence we must not too
confidently draw conclusions from the modern to the paleozoic polyps,
respecting climate and the temperature of the waters of the primeval
seas, inasmuch as the two groups of zoophytes are constructed on essen-
tially different types. When the great number of the paleozoic and neo-
zo0ic species is taken into account, itis truly wonderful to find how con-
stant the rule above explained holds good ; only one exception having as
yet occurred of a quadripartite coral in a neozoic formation (the creta-
ceous), and one only of the sextuple class (a Fungia ?) in paleozoic
(Silurian) rocks.

From a great number of lamelliferous corals met with in the Mountain
Limestone, two species have been selected, as having a very wide range,
extending from the eastern borders of Russia to the British Isles, and
being found almost everywhere in each country.

Fig. 516.
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2. Part of a full-grown compound mass.
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C’_;,Tal:lzie }f;ﬁnﬂ’ together with numerous species of Zaphrentis, Amplezxus,
- P‘djl w&?:, C’ltszophyllum, Syringopora, and Michelinea,* form a
ETOUP Wicely different from any that preceded or followed them.

Y
or figures of these corals, seq Palcontographical Socicty's Monographs, 1852,
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