
MINERAL COMPOSITION [On. XSVIU 

Oosi~ iw.  Titroom lava like melted glns~, ncnrly nllicd to pi tchstono, 
OPCBOUTE. A nmlo given by Al. Brongninrt to ecrpentine. 
OPIUTB. A ntimo given by Pnlnssou to certain Imp roclia of tlic Pyrenees, very 

variable in composition, usually composed of Labrador-fclspnr nnd horn- 
blende, nnd sometimes nugitc, occa'iionally of A green color, and pn&g 
into serpentine. 

PALAOOSITB TUFF. An altered volcanic tuff containing tho substance lcrmed pa- 
logonitc. Sec p. 470. 

P~~A~ETOXE, A volcanic rode, l i n ~ i n g  tlic lustre of mother of pcnrl; usunlly 
having nodulw structure ; intitnntdy related to obsidian, but less glassy. 

PETEIUSO. A form of volcanic t ufK composcd of bosni tic scorim, See p. 4'70. 
PETROSILF.. St-c Clinkstone nnd Comptict Felspiir, 
PIIOSOUTE. Syn. of Clinkston c, wliicli see. 
PITCUSTOSE, or RET~HITE, of the French. Vitrcoua lava. loss ghssy than obsidian ; 

a binckisli green rock resembling gIfts9, linvhg n rcsino~is lustro nnd np- 
pcnmnce of pitch ; cornposi tion usually of glassy fclflpnr (ort lioclnsc) with 
n little mien, qiim'tz, and liornblcnile ; in Arron it forms n dike tliirty feet 
wide, cutting through snndBtoue. 

 TOI ICE. Alight, spongy, fibrous form of trndiyle. &c p. 460. 
Pniox~sic-ro~~in'n~, same os nugitic-porphyry, pyroxene being IIniiy'a name for 

sCO- fign, volcanic cinders; reddish brown or black porous form of lava. 
See p. 469. 

S E B ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  A greonisli rock in winch there is much mngnesin. Ite composition 
nlwnys nppronclies very nenr to the minernl cnllcd nolilo serpontinu" 
(seel'able ofAyalyses,p. 4701, which formsveins in this rock. The mine- 
rals moat commonly found in Scrpen tine nro dinllage, garnet, chlorite, 
oxvduloua iron, nud clironiatfi of iron. The ditillngu and garnet occurring 
in aorpentino nro richer in magnesia than when they aro crystallized in 
other rock?, tffeltsse AMI. des M i ~ t e ~ ,  1851, torn. xviiL p. 309). Occurs 
some times, though rarely, in dikes, a1 tcring tlic contiguous strata; is in- 
din'ercutly n member of the inippcon or liypogciio series. Its absence 
from recent volcanic products ~coms to imply thnt it belongs properly to 
tho mctaniorphic clrlfis; rind, even when it is found in dikes cutting 
through nqiicous formntioiw, it mny bo nn nltcred bnstilf) winch abounded 
greatly in olivine, 

T~nmca; syaouymous with lava. Kame proposed by Alox Bronguiart. 
T o i ~ s i o x ~ .  A locd name in Dwbysliire fur n kind of wiicls6, which 8W. 

T n ~ c i m ~ .  Chiefly composed of ginsty fclapnr, with crystals of ginesy felspar. 
See D. 400. 

TUFF. See p. 41 0. 
Truss. A kind of tuff or mud poured out by labe-crnters during oruption6 ; 

common in tlio Eifcl, in Gcrmnny. 
&. T~ap-tuR volcanic lufl'. See p. 410. 

TITIBEIIUS LAVA. Sce Pit clishnc mill Obsidian. 
VO~CMIK) TUFF. &e p. 410. 

A soft nnd cortliy virility of trnp, hiving nil argillaceous aspect. It 
~ Q ~ Q ~ M C S  i~idurotcd city, and wlim ecratclied, exhibits a shining ttreak. 

W m m ~ ~ ~  A S c o l A  provincial term for grecti~tono md other l m d  trap mcka. 
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