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ous, and almost always alternate with scorice and perls.llmb.lodtuﬂsl, fo zfl‘i.t(i
be readily undermined, and most of them are slzet.zdz y re uc.c(. ;)' rg
ments of a transportable size because they are divided by vertical joints
" or split into columns. ) o

" E::a]al;: Tslands—Palma—1I have enlargc.:d so fully in the « Prmmp]_cs
of Geology” on the different views entertained by cnunen!; authorities
: i »in of voleanic concs, and the laws governing the flow
respecting the origin ot ¢ o it Tha

of lava, and its consolidation, that, in order'not to 1'epe:.1t. here w 1t Lhave .
elsewhere published, I shall confine myself in the I"emmnder of this chfap-
ter to the description of facts observed by me duritg a recent (Explomtlon
of Madeira and some of tho Canary Islands. Tn these excursions, made
in the winter of 1853=4, I was accompanied by an active fellow-laborer,
Mr. Hartung, of Konigsberg. We visited among other pl.nc?s the. beau-
tiful island of Palma, a spot rendered classical by the description given of
it in 1825 by the late Leopold Von Buch, who regarded it s a type of
what he called a “ crater of elevation.*

Palma is 46 geographical miles west of Teneriffe. Seen from the chan-
nel which divides the two islands,
Palma appears to consist of two
principal mountain masses, the de- .., re. \-\M Barlocento
pression between them being at @

(map, fig. 642), or at the pass of
Tacauda, which is about 4600 feet
above the sea-level. The most nor-
thern of these masses makes, not-
withstanding certain irregularities
hereaffer to Le mentioned, a con-
siderable approach in general form
to a great truncated coue, having
in the centre a huge and deep
cavity called by the inhabitants
“La Caldera” This cavity (b, ¢,
d, e, fig. 642) is from 3 to 4 geo-
graphical miles in diameter, and
:': (:;:l: g;?o?li p:ﬁg‘uﬂlc:; gl(l)nf; [;d(;gg Map of Palma, from Survey of Capt. Vidal, R.N.
feet in vertical height. From their base a stecp. slope, clothed by a
splendid forest of pines, descends for a thousand and sometimes two thou-
saud feet lower, the centre of the Caldera being about 2000 feet above
the sea. The northern half of the encircling ridge is more than 7000
E‘}gllsh feet above the sea in its highest peaks, and is annually white
with snow during the winter months, ’
dhfx:f’m“lty the flanks of this truncated cone incline,outwards in every
ction, the slopes being steepest near tho crest, and lessening as they
approach the lower country. A great number of ravines commence on
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* Erhebung's Crater.
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