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vailing in Switzerland, which is intermediate between the
long-headed and short-headed form.*

So far, therefore, as we can draw safe conclusions from a
single specimen, there has been no marked change of race
in the human population of Switzerland during the periods
above considered.

It is still a question whether any of these subaqueous
repositories of ancient relics in Switzerland go back so far
in time as the shell-mounds of Denmark, for in these last
there are no domesticated animals except the dog, and no
signs of the cultivation of wheat or barley; whereas we have
seen that, in one of the oldest of the Swiss settlements, at
Wangen, no less than three cereals make their appearance,
with four kinds of domestic animals. Yet there is no small
risk of error in speculating on the relative claims to an-
tiquity of such ancient tribés, for some of them may have
remained isolated for ages and stationary in their habits,
while others advanced and improved.

We know that nations, both before and after the introduc-
tion of metals, may continue in very different stages of civi-
lisation, even after commercial intercourse has been es-
tablished between them, and where they are separated by a
less distance than that which divides the Alps from the Baltic.

The attempts of the Swiss geologists and archeologists to es-
timate definitely in years the antiquity of the bronze and stone
periods, although as yet confessedly imperfect, deserve notice,
and appear to me to be full of promise. The most elaborate
calculation is that made by M. Morlot, respecting the delta
of the Tiniére, a torrent which flows into the Lake of Geneva
near Villeneuve. This small delta, to which the stream is
annually making additions, is composed of gravel and sand.
Its shape is that of a flattened cone, and its internal structure
has of late been laid open to view in a railway cutting one

* Riitimeyer, Die Fauna der Pfahlbauten in der Schweiz, p. 181.
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