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Mr. MacAndrew, the late Edward Forbes, and other experi

enced dredgers, who, while they failed utterly in drawing

up from the deep a single human bone, declared that they

scarcely ever met with a work of art even after counting tens

of thousands of shells and zoophytes, collected on a coast line

of several hundred miles in extent, where they often ap

proached within less than half a mile of a land peopled by

millions of human beings.

Lake of Ilaariem.

It is not many years since the Government of Holland

resolved to lay dry that great sheet of water formerly called

the Lake of Iharlem, extending over 45,000 acres. They

succeeded, in 1853, in turning it into dry land, by means

of powerful pumps constantly worked by steam, which raised

the water and discharged it into a canal running for twenty

or thirty miles round the newly-gained land. This land was

depressed thirteen feet beneath the mean level of the ocean.

I travelled, in 1859, over part of the bed of this old lake,

and found it already converted into arable land, and peopled

by an agricultural population of 6000 souls. Mr. Staring,
who bad been for some years employed by the Dutch Govern

ment in constructing a geological map of Holland, was my

companion and guide. He informed me that he and his

associates had searched in vain for human bones in the de

posits which had constituted for three centuries the bed of

the great lake.

There had been many a shipwreck, and many a naval fight
in those waters, and hundreds of Dutch and Spanish soldiers

and sailors had met there with a watery grave. The popula
tion which lived on the borders of this ancient sheet of water

numbered between thirty and forty thousand souls. In dig

ging the great canal, a fine section had been laid open, about
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