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periods when these three forest trees predominated in suc-

cession tallying pretty nearly with the ages of stone, bronze,

and iron in Denmark (p. 16). In the same country, also,

during the stone period, various fluctuations, as we have

seen, occurred in physical geography. Thus, on the ocean

side of certain islands, the old refuse-heaps, or 'kitchen

middens,' were destroyed by the waves, the cliffs having

wasted away, while, on the side of the Baltic, where the sea

was making no encroachment, or where the land was some

times gaining on the sea, such mounds remained uninjured.

It was also shown, that the oyster, which supplied food to

the primitive people, attained its full size in parts of the

Baltic where it cannot now exist, owing to a want of saitness

in the water, and that certain marine univalves and bivalves,

such as the common periwiDkle, mussel, and, cockle, of which

the castaway shells are found in the mounds, attained in the

olden time their full dimensions, like the oysters, whereas

the same species, though they still live on the coast of the

inland sea adjoining the mounds, are dwarfed, and never half

their natural size, the water being rendered too fresh for them

by the influx of so many rivers.

Some archaologists and geologists of merit have en

deavoured to arrive at positive dates, or an exact estimate of

the minimum of time asSignaT)Ie to the later age of stone.

These computations have been sometimes founded on change.,;;
in the level of the land, or on the increase of peat, as in the

Danish bogs, or of the conversion of water into laud by alluvial

deposits, since certain lake-settlements in Switzerland were

al )audoned. Alterations also in the geographical distribution

or preponderance of certain living species of animals and

plants, have been taken into account in corroboration, as

have the signs of progress in hiuiiian civilization, as serving
to mark the lapse of time during the stone and bronze

epochs.
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