
32 ABOUT VOLCANOS AND EARTHQUAKES. 

mile in diatneter}, was somehow connected with the 
electric excitement of the upper atn1osphere produced 
by this enormous discharge of smoke and ashes. The 
destruction of life in Iceland was frightful: 9ooo men 

' 1 x,ooo cattle, z8,ooo horses, and I 9o,ooo sheep per-
ished j n1ostly by suffocation. The lava ejected has 
been computed to l1ave an1ounted in volutne to more 
than twenty cubic miles. 

( 42.) 'Ve shall now proceed to still more ren1ote re
gions, and describe, in as fe'v words as n1ay be, two im
mense eruptions,-one in l\1exico, in. the y ear 1759; the 
other in the island of Sun1bawa in the Eastern Archi
p elago, in I 8 15. 

(43·) I ought to mention, by way of prelin1inary, that 
almost the whole line of coast of South and Central 
America, from Mexico southwards as far as Valparaiso
tha t is to say, nearly the whole chain of the Ande~is 
one mass of volcanos. In Mexico and Central Atnerica 
there are two and twenty, and in Quito, Peru, and Chili, 
six and twenty more, in activity ; and nearly as many 
more extinct ones, any one of which may at any motnent 
break ... out afresh. This does not prevent the country 
from b eing inhabited, fertile, and well cultivated. . Well : 
in a district of Mexico celebrated for the growth of the 
finest cotton, between two streams called Cui tim ba and 
San Pedro, which furnished water for irrigation, lay the 
farm and homestead of Don Pedro de J urullo one of 
the richest_ and most fertile ~roperties in that ~ountry. 
J-Ie was a thriving man, ~nd hved in corn fort as a laro-e · 
proprietor, little expecting the mischief that ·was to b~-
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