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of Cobden and of O’Connell, and of a greater than either,—
Thomas Chalmers ; and only through combination and a com-
mon fund can our country be now preserved to its people
from the ungenerous and narrow-minded aggressions of Dukes
of Atholl and of Leeds.—September 1, 1847,

EDINBURGH AN AGE AGO.

EpinsurcH for about a hundred and thirty years after the
Union continued to be in effect, and not in name merely,
the capital of a kingdom, and occupied a place in the eye of
the world scarcely second to that of London. In population
and wealth it stood not higher than the third-class towns of
England ; it had no commerce, and very little trade, nor did
it form a great agricultural centre ; and as for the few mem-
bers of the national aristocracy that continued to make it
their home after the disappearance of its Parliament, they
were not rich, and they were not influential, and added to
* neither its importance nor its celebrity. The high place which
Edinburgh held among the cities of the earth it owed exclu-
sively to the intellectual standing and high literary ability of
a few distinguished citizens, who were able to do for it greatly
more in the eye of Europe than had been done by its Court:
and Parliament, or than could have been done through any
other agency, by the capital of a small and poor country,
peopled by but a handful of men. Ireland produced many
famous orators, shrewd statesmen, and great authors; bub
they did comparatively little for Dublin, even previous to
the Union. With the writings of Swift, Goldsmith, Burke,
Sheridan, and Thomas Moore before us, we can point to only
one work which continues to live in English literature,—
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