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142 ESSAYS, HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL.

There is another score on which we dislike hero-worship.
We deem it a sad misapplication of an inherent disposition
of the mind, imparted for the most solemnly important of
purposes. “Man worships man,” says Cowper. The ten-
dency, either directly or in its effects, we find indicated in
almost every page of the history of the species. We see it
in every succeeding period, from its times of full development,
when the men-gods of the Greek were worshipped by sacri-
fice and oblation, down to the times of the Shakspeare jubilee
at Stratford on-Avon, or the times of the Burns’ festival at
Ayr. DButb the sentiment, thus active in expatiating in false
direction, has a true direction in which to expatiate, and a
worthy object on which to fix. As if to dash the dull and
frigid dreams of the Socinian, the instinct of man-worship
may find a true man worthy the adoration of all, and who
reigns over the nations as their God and King. Every other
species of man-worship is a robbery of Him. It is a worship
that belongs of right to the man Christ Jesus alone,—the
“ God whose throne is for ever and ever,” and whom ‘“all
the angels of God worship.”—Adugust 24, 1844.
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