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ten-pound tenants of the towns that possess a population of

from eighty to a hundred thousand. The extension of the

franchise to the five-pound householders of Edinburgh and

Glasgow would in all probability wholly swamp the existing
constituencies of these towns, and give them for their repre
sentatives mere loquacious Chartists, full of words, but infirm

of judgment and devoid of- principle; but we would have no

such fear regarding a similar extension in burghs such as

Tam and Dingwall, Cromarty and Nairn.

Our dread of universal, or even mere household suffrage,
is derived chiefly from our long and intimate acquaintance
with the classes into whose hands it would throw the poli
tical power of the country.

" A poor man that oppresseth
the poor," says Solomon, "is like a sweeping rain which

leaveth no food." Alas! tyranny, as the vise man well

knew, is not the exclusive characteristic of the wealthy and

the powerful, nor is oppression the offence of a mere class.

It is not the aristocracy, and they only, that are cruel and

unjust the poor can also override the natural liberties of

the poor, and trample upon their rights; and it is according
to our experience that there is more of this injustice and

tyranny among that movement class now known as Chartists,

but which we have closely studied under other names, when

coming in contact with them in strikes, combinations, and

political meetings, than in perhaps any other class in the

country. It has been at least our own fate in life never

personally to experience the oppression of the higher ranks,

but not a little of the tyranny of the lower classes, especially
that of this movement class. And we derive much of our
confidence in the property qualification, not merely from the
sort of ballast in the State which it furnishes, but from the
fact that we never yet saw a workman who made a right
use of his wages with an eye to his advancement in life, or
who was in any respect a rising man, at all disposed to join
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