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2064 ESSAYS, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL.

whatever in employing as gamekeepers and gamewatchers,
active habit-and-repute poachers; and hundreds of them,
when stocking their preserves, drive a trade with the poach-
ers that are still actually such, in live leverets and pheasants’
eggs. Now, these live leverets and pheasants’ eggs cannot
be property, or else these same game-preserving proprietors
would to a certainty be not gentlemen, but scoundrels. By
their doings at least they virtually decide the question against
themselves,—ZFebruary 3, 1847,

THE FELONS OF THE COUNTRY.

It is very generally felt that life and property are less secure
in this country at the present time than they were some
eight or ten years ago. In the course of nearly a century
Britain had greatly changed its character for the better, in
the degree of security which the civil magistrate afforded to
the peaceable subject. So late as the year 1750, it was un-
safe to walk at night the streets of our larger towns; and
the man who sauntered unprotected after sunset into their
quieter suburbs, or traversed even their more frequented ap-
proaches, might be almost certain of being struck down and
robbed, if not murdered. Fielding, who was not only a great
novelist, but also one of the most efficient magistrates that
ever lived, relates, in his narrative of the earlier stages of
that illness which ultimately carried him off; that the symp-
toms were much aggravated by the fatigue which he incurred
in long examinations regarding the street robberies and mur-
ders of London, in especial by the examinations respecting
“ five different murders, all committed within the space of a
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